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Grossmugl, the starlight oasis near Vienna,
now features a permanent attraction. On a
90 minutes walk, astronomicaly
interested visitors get an easy introduction
to observing the nightsky, live and with
their own unaided eyesThe seHguided
tour is free of charge, open all year round
day and night and available without
booking or reservation. Nine stations guide
the visitors through the starry sky,
awesomeness guaranteed.

Grossmugld a small town 3%m north of
Austria's capital Viennaln spite of its
vicinity to this European metropolisthe
night sky there is still largely intact.
Although some light pollution is evident
near the haizon, limiting magnitudes of 6.0
mag or better are frequent. As the picture [
to the right shows, b clear nights the Milky S
Way is a magnificent sight across the " &
Grossmugl sky.For several years now,
Grossmugl officialhave been workingo
establish the location as a starlight oasis
For more informationon Grossmuglsee
here. There have beenstar parties and
guided tours organized by varioudocal
amateur groups, presenting meteor
showers comets, satellites, spectacular
groupings of planets or interesting
constellations. Thesstar-light tours always
attract a large number of visitor©nly a half hours' drive awagrossmugbffers easy accessifVienna's
two million inhabitants to experience starliglihe Milky Wayand other marvels of the nigt sky.

Grossmugl|

Image Source: Google Maps, NASA/NOAA NGDC
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Theldeaby project nightflight

Recognizing their unique asset of an unspoiled starry sky this close to a Europeanva#pitaler 2m
inhabitants Grossmugl'Tsommunity was willing and readip promote this resource.ln 2013, project
nightflight presented to mayor Karl Lehner a detdileoncept of a maintenaneigee astronomical
attraction that would beopen to visitors 24/7, the Grossmugl Star Walk. The plan for the Star Walk
installation quickly pas&d town council and implementation began soon afterwards. Several months of
design and construction work later, thie{ G S NJ Sy ¢ S IvasDridiyidratedzih tMay 2014. With this
attraction Grossmugl is home to theorldwide first permanent star walk installation designed for
astronomical observations with the unaided eye.

The Grand Opening

On abright late spring day, May 24, 2014, the Grossmugl Star Walk was officially opgnadyor Karl
Lehner A group of athusiastic visitors from neighbimg villages and from Vienna came to celebrate the
first walk together. In the light of a magiaglbwingsunset, the joyfuparty of star aficionadostarted ther
trek. Walking in the falling twilightthey followed the nine stations to Stars Rest, tlast stop of the
Grossmugl Star Walkater in thenight, huge storm cloud$uilt up on the horizonHeavy lightning in all
directions provided a spectacular light show and brought the event to a fantastic culmination.

The picture below shows the group wufsitors during the inaugural walk as they gather at one of the
stations TheGrossmugl Star Walk leads across a matfiodiscapeeminiscent of Tolkien's Shire from The
Lord of the Rings.
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TheRoute

The Grossmugl Star Walk is a shortltedbout 15 kilometers long. It starts in town, where the path is
indicated by stars painted on the grounthe Star Walk then crosses fields and meadows re&slnine
stations, each with a displagncouraging nighsky observationslt is an almost level, easy walkd fun for
all agesin daylight and at nighttimeWith short stops at the station® readthe display andenjoy the
starry skyit takes about an hour and halfto and fro.

Starting Point Coordinates
4829'39.8" N 16°1401.8" E

Image Source: Google Maps

In the town stars painted on
the ground show the way

project-nightflight.net

Visitor at station 5 reading the
display about star brightness

Display at station 7 with visitor
listening to the (German) audio
guide

The beautiful Stars Rest is the
last station of the Grossmug/
Star Walk
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TheStations

The Grossmugl Star Walldaesses the general public, not the skilled amateur astronoifieerefore, the
topics discussed on the displays are intentionally kept siraptereqtre no prior knowledgef astronomy

Star colors and brightness, the Milky Way, light pollution prevention, dark adaption, artificial satellites and
similar topics draw the attention toward the beauty of the night sky in all its unspoiled splefderSta

Walk is suitable for grownps and children alike, optical instruments are not requir€de texts on the
displays are bilingual, in German and EnglstGerman audio guide provided by Dr. G. Wuchterl is also
available at each station.

Grossmugl Starlight Oasis logo
Descriptive illustration
related to the topic
German text on the station’s topic
English text on the station’s topic
Number of the station [ ¢ ot ) Arrow pointing the way to the next station

QR code for German audio guide

Wooden post

Schematic of one of the nine stations of
the Grossmugl Star Walk
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TheAstro Light Pictograms

At the start of the Star Wallgn additionalsign includes some hints and guidelines to avoid excessive light.
Three pictograms encourage the Star Walk visitorsise red torchlightswhich preserve the eye'sight
vision andespedally to avoid headlamps or
bright white light sources in generaBy the
way, te astro light pictogramscan be
downloadedfrom project nightflight's tests

tools page in highquality printable resolution

for use at star parties, in observatoriest
astronomical events agvenin your backyard.
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ThePrehistoric Finale

The highlight at the end of the Grossmugl Star Walk is @niatsng experienceThe visitor seesountless

stars and the Milky Way oven Iron Agemonument. The Leeberg tumulus, an ancient buriadund,is the
picturesque scenery for the celestial shdinis a remnant of the Hallstatt culture and was erected between

600 and 50@BC. This was thentie when Babylon experienced one of wealthiest periods under king
Nebuchadnezzar Il, democracy was invented in Athens and the city of Rome was still a small kingdom, far
from the great empire it would later become. When stargazing athhggoric site one can almost feghe
universereverberatewith the passing of timdt was not by chance that Grossmugl dedicated the meadow
next to the mound to stargazer$he fieldcovers an area of about one acre asctalled the Star Meadow,

which is reserved androomed for astronomical activities all year rourMost visitors of the Star Walk
welcome theopportunity to sit and relaxhere after the hike at ebench the locals call thgtars Rest
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The Designersf the Grossmugl Star Walk

The Grossmugl StaWalk was designed by project nightfligahd built in close collaboration with the
municipality of Grossmugl|

The project nightflight team is a registered association in Austria by the official name of "Verein zur
Darstellung und Erhaltung des Sternanhiels’, which translates asAssociation for the Presentation and
Conservation of the Starry Sky"project nightflight unites experienced, worlvide active
astrophotographers in their endeavor to show the unspoiled starry sky on pictures and to intewatio
promote its conservation as environmental resource. To support this goal, astronomical articles and striking
photos of the night sky are published. The construction of the Grossmugl Star Walk is another edfample
the activities of this associatioproject nightflight is headed by Karoline Mrazek and Erwin Matys.

Karoline is a translator by training, specialized in writing promotional and technical English documents for
highttech companiesAstronomically, ke has somel0 yeas of practicalastroptotography experience
When observingisualy she goes after even the faintest details of an object, whether itlasvacontrast
feature on Jupiter or diny wisp in a galaxy's spiral arm. In all cases, she lovegado the limit inher
stargazing expénce

Erwin is a marketing professional and author of several marketing publications. He specializes in marketing
sophisticated higkend products. Astronomically, B looks back onover 30years worth of
astrophotography experienceand never stops improrg his imaging techniques to perfection His
university educatiorincluded an irdepth training in spherical astronomy and satellite navigation. Erwin
knows the sky like the back of his haamad can spend endless hours stargazing without getting tired

The authorsKaroline Mrazekand Erwin Matys are founding members of the astrophotography group
project nightflight. Check out their images, tests and toolsatv.project-nightflight.net
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How to Get to the Grossmugl Star Walk
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